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two years in many cases, and the fact that NICE does not cover
middle ground therapies, other HTA organizations have a sig-
niﬁcant impact on funding, prescribing, and commissioning deci-
sions in England. Their inﬂuence varies regionally, depends on
their remit and focus, and need to be understood, and accounted
for to ensure the appropriate uptake of technologies by health
care providers in England, now, and in the foreseeable future.
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OBJECTIVES: To evaluate the information about current
activities of worldwide agencies for Health Technology Assess-
ment (HTA) and assess whether the information disseminated
by the agencies is sufﬁcient to ensure timely and effective infor-
mation sharing with stakeholders. METHODS: Targeted
searching of the websites of all members of the International
Network of Agencies for Health Technology Assessment
(INAHTA) was conducted to retrieve relevant information. Sec-
ondary research was supplemented with a survey administered
directly to target organizations in each country. RESULTS: The
results of these searches totalled 815 references to on-going
assessments. They fall into some broad categories, which
include HTA, systematic reviews, primary research, clinical
guidelines, observational studies and registries. About 5% of
the references identiﬁed were assessing medical devices, 18%
assessing drugs (pharmaceuticals, biologicals, vaccines), and
76% other technologies (medical or surgical procedure, orga-
nization or administrative system, support system or others).
Agency’s key communication form is Internet; in one out of ﬁve
cases not available in English. About 50% of the agencies (24
out of 46) have a section about current assessments on their
website. Out of the 22 agencies without information on the
internet, 68% were readily responsive to requests for informa-
tion; 36% providing full project details (e.g., application name,
assessment process, stage and timeline). CONCLUSIONS:
Health care agencies routinely use centralized assessments for
(new) medicines and other health technologies. While ISPOR
Special Interest groups have gathered insights on the current
methods and applications of technology assessments across
worldwide HTA agencies, the access to on-going assessments is
limited. The examples above show the lack of transparency and
inconsistency in the information disseminated by the agencies.
This complicates early access to information needed to get
insights in recent developments and trends in health policy.
This not only negatively impedes on the industry but one might
question the impact on patient care.
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OBJECTIVES: In mid 2007 the U.S. Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS) implemented a Medicare quality incen-
tive program for physicians and other professionals paid under
the Medicare Physician Fee Schedule (PFS). This study examines
the development and expansion of that program in to 2008 and
beyond and illustrates its growing emphasis on disease manage-
ment. METHODS: PQRI regulatory guidance was reviewed and
analyzed for changes from the 2007 program. Criteria for suc-
cessful compliance were arrayed according to the method of
participation: claims-based, measures groups and registry report-
ing. A list of current PQRI resources was compiled. RESULTS:
The Medicare, Medicaid, and SCHIP Extension Act of 2007
(MMSEA), enacted on December 29, 2007 (Pub. Law 110–173),
authorized the continuation of the Physician Quality Reporting
Initiative (PQRI) for 2008 and 2009, and authorized CMS to
establish greater ﬂexibility within the program. In addition to the
original claims-based reporting, new options include: 1) alterna-
tive reporting criteria and periods for the reporting of measures
groups, and 2) submission of quality data through clinical data
registries. For 2008, eligible professionals who meet the criteria
for satisfactory submission of quality measures data will earn an
incentive payment of 1.5 percent of their total allowed charges
for PFS covered professional services furnished during the 2008
calendar year. Financial incentives earned for 2008 reporting will
be paid in mid-2009 from the Federal Supplementary Medical
Insurance (Part B) Trust Fund. For 2008 PQRI consists of 119
quality measures, a 61% increase over 2007. CONCLUSIONS:
During 2008 PQRI requirements have diversiﬁed and expanded,
allowing providers more choices in how they participate. The
expanded options for data submission tend toward a more com-
prehensive, disease management perspective than did the initial
2007 process, and also include a measures group for preventive
care.
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OBJECTIVES: A review of the cost and usage for all medicines
and antibiotics in Serbia in 2004–2007, as well as the data on
medicines usage for these two groups. The importance of collect-
ing data on antibiotics consumption is in correlation with ratio-
nal use. METHODS: Medicine and Medical Devices Agency of
Serbia is authorised for collecting and processing data on medi-
cines consumption. Data on medicine consumption in 2004–
2007 was gathered from obliged entities, processed by the DDD/
1000 inh/d and ATC classiﬁcation, and the analyses of ﬁnancial
indicators is done as well. RESULTS: It was established that the
total medicines marketing in Serbia in 2004 was €340 million
(20% for antiinfectives for systematic use—J group), in 2005 it
was € 380 million (19% for J group), in 2006 it was €510 million
(18% for J group) and in 2007 it was € 690 million (17% for J
group). By processing consumption data as DDD, from 2004–
2007 consumption of J group was 34.74, 36.38, 34.21 and 46.51
DDD/1000 inh/d, respectively. Expenditure of subgroup penicil-
lins with extended spectrum was at the ﬁrst place (12 DDD/
1000 inh/d in 2004 and 2005, 11 DDD/1000 inh/d in 2006 and
15 DDD/1000 inh/din in 2007), then tetracyclines (6 DDD/
1000 inh/d in 2004, 5 DDD/1000 inh/d in 2005–2007) and
ﬁrst-generation cephalosporins (around 5 DDD/1000 inh/d in
2004–2007). The consumption of amoxicillin was the highest in
all four years, around 9 DDD/1000 inh/d, at the second place
was doxycycline (6 DDD/1000 inh/d in 2004 and around 5
DDD/1000 inh/d in 2005–2007). CONCLUSIONS: Data useful
for the improvement of pharmacotherapy and its realisation are
generated through processing and analysing the structure of
medicines, and getting the insight of all other factors necessary
for the health care.
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